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NEWS RELEASE SUMMARY - June 18, 2007 

United States Attorney Karen P. Hewitt announced that  Raul Ramirez-Gonzalez was sentenced today 

in U.S. District Court in San Diego by the Honorable John A. Houston to serve 75 months in prison, followed 

by three years of supervised release after Ramirez-Gonzalez’ convictions for one count of Alien-Smuggling 

Resulting in Death and five counts of Alien-Smuggling for Financial Gain. 

According to Assistant U.S. Attorney Andrew G. Schopler, who prosecuted the case, the most serious 

charges arose from an alien-smuggling event on January 24, 2006, in which Ramirez attempted to flee the 

State Route 2 (“SR-2”) Border Patrol checkpoint near Ocotillo, California, with four illegal aliens in the trunk 

of his Ford Taurus. Evidence presented at court hearings established that during the resulting chase, Ramirez 

drove at speeds of up to 70 m.p.h. on the windy, mountain roads, before he lost control of the car.  About five 

miles past the checkpoint, the car flipped over and caught fire, coming to rest approximately 300 feet away 

from a posted yellow traffic warning sign which indicated a 20 m.p.h. speed limit. 



During the crash, the illegal aliens were ejected from the trunk.  A fifty-five-year-old female landed 

in a rock-covered ravine 30 feet from the burning car and died instantly.  The three other smuggled aliens 

survived, but required weeks of hospitalization for treatment of life-threatening injuries. 

Although Ramirez fractured his leg in the crash, he escaped the burning vehicle, crossed SR-2 on foot 

and made it approximately 30 yards east of the highway before Border Patrol agents apprehended him. 

DEFENDANT Criminal Case Number: 06CR0255-JAH 

Raul Ramirez-Gonzalez 

SUMMARY OF CHARGES 

Title 8, United States Code, Section 1324(a)(1)(A)(ii), (v)(ii) and (a)(1)(B)(iv) — Transportation of an Illegal 
Alien Resulting in Death. 

Title 8, United States Code, Section 1324(a)(2)(B)(ii) and 18 U.S.C. § 2 — Bringing in Illegal Aliens for 
Financial Gain. 
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